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  MINUTES of BATTISFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
                     held at Battisford Village Hall on 18THFEBRUARY 2025

Present:
Cllr J Cook (Chairman)		Cllr A Card		Cllr J Pope 		
Cllr J Wilson (Vice Chair)               	Cllr Durrant                 Cllr S Greenwood

County Cllr Kay Oakes 

Clerk: Julia Stephens-Row 

Apologies: None received 

	
2025/10 

a.


b.


c.





d.

	
MEETING ADMINISTRATION

Meeting opened by the Chair and it was established that no recordings were to be made. 

To consider & Approve Apologies for absence.
There were no apologies received

Councillor Resignation
The chairman advised that he had received Cllr Kerry’s resignation by email. He requested that his thanks to Cllr Kerry for her enthusiasm, skills, experience and overall contribution be recorded in the minutes. These comments were echoed by other Cllrs.

To receive Declarations of interest on agenda items
There were no declarations of interest. 

	ACTION




	
2025/11




a.

b.

	
To Approve the Draft Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 21st January 2025 and for the Chair to sign as a true record.
An amendment was made in relation to the attendees and a typo was corrected 

Minutes were agreed unanimously and signed.

Matters arising not on the agenda. Cllr Cook and County Cllr Oakes to meet to discuss the white gates and the 20mph speed limit which was explored at the last meeting. 

The cleaning of the play equipment has been discussed with Mr Wicking and a date is being looked at for this to take place.


	ACTION







Cllr Cook and Cty Cllr Oakes

Cllr Pope




	







2025/12


a.

b.







c.



2025/13


a.




b.
























c.
	
Action from 2025/06 in regard to speaking to the Punch Bowl directors regarding vehicles going over the footpath from the overflow car park to be followed up.

There were no other matters arising.


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION   - For members of the public, County Councillors& District Councillors to speak. 

There were no members of the public present who wished to speak

To receive Suffolk County Council monthly report from Cty Cllr K Oakes
Cllr Oakes had provided a report by email. There was a discussion relating to devolution and Cllr Oakes undertook to keep the council updated as things moved forward. There was a view that there should be information communicated to residents regarding the introduction of a mayor which is subject to a government consultation process. Agreed that this could occur through the Community Newsletter.

To receive District Council monthly report from Dst Cllr D Pratt
No report had been provided


Chair and Councillor Reports / Updates (on the night not requiring a decision) 

Chairman’s report – Cllr Cook provided an outline of the contribution to the community newsletter and this will include reference to new clerk, new councillor, cemetery inspection, council tax precept, and 20mph discussions. He also advised that he has attended a hedge laying course.  

Councillor report(s) –

Cllr Pope advised that the update on the play area has been covered under matters arising. She also provided an update on the webinar attended by herself and the Clerk re the Norwich to Tilbury pylon consultations. The summary being that they were looking at some location changes however there were no changes being proposed for this area. The national planning policy is that the pylons are the way forward and it does not fit with this policy to look at underground or off shore unless the route is through a nationally significant area or similar. There will be a three year construction time in Suffolk. There are public webinars available at which Cllr Pope encouraged attendance.   The scheme will still be subject to further challenge by MPs etc.

Cllr Card provided a report which covered the cemetery inspection and the grave topple testing which had been undertaken on 10th February by herself Cllr Cook and Cllr Pope. The details are captured under item 2025/15.

Cllrs Wilson,Greenwoood and Durrant had no reports. 





Clerk report –
The Clerk gave a verbal update and advised that she had attended an event organised by Mid Suffolk District Council on devolution and the planning framework and that this information had been sent onto Cllrs. More information will be provided on devolution as there are now regular updates received from SALC which the clerk will send on. One thing to bear in mind is that if there are no local council elections in 2027 this might have an implication for the parish council election and the budget.
	ACTION

Cllr Cook









Cllr Cook







	
	
	

	
2025/14

a.






b.




c.
	
Administration and Governance 

VE Day celebrations 
Cllr Card said that there had been a discussion with the Village Hall committee and the proposal would be to hold an event on 5th May. Probably taking the form of a salad lunch. Cllr Card to make a firm proposal to the next meeting regarding a financial contribution and physical help coming from the parish council 

Devolution
This had been covered under previous items. Agreed that it would be a standing item on the agenda


Annual Parish Meeting 
This is scheduled to take place on 21st May. The date and time of the hall booking to be confirmed by Cllr Wilson. It was agreed to start the meeting at 7pm with the annual parish meeting so that representatives of the community groups could attend and this would then be followed by the  annualparish council meeting.  Clerk to invite representatives to attend. 

The meeting dates for June 2025 – May 2026 to be agreed at the next meeting - proposing to keep the third Tuesday.  

	ACTION



Cllr Card











Cllr Wilson



Clerk

Clerk  


	
2025/15

a.


























































b.









c.


d.


	
ENVIRONMENTAL/ FACILITY / ASSET MATTERS

To discuss Cemetery Inspection and grave “topple” test 

1.1 A number of (newer) headstones were considered a risk and, of the seven identified as such, six were laid flat. A number of older headstones were leaning but were firmly embedded, with none likely to topple over.

1.2 Responsible persons to be contacted to reinstate headstones. Suggestion that a notice could be put inside the church and that there should be a notice in the cemetery to explain why the headstones have been laid down.  

1.3 Article for Community Newsletter advising plot owners of their responsibilities.

1.4 An unacceptable amount of rubbish was collected, with a significant pile by the entrance gate. Dead plants, old and unsightly plastic flowers, and an amount of other rubbish were removed. This will be referenced in article for community newsletter

1.5 Review Cemetery Regulations to ensure tributes left are appropriate and environmentally-friendly.


1.6 Reinforce signage asking visitors to take rubbish home.



1.7 All paths need a general tidy up/demarcation with surrounding grass. The entrance path requires sweeping. This can be undertaken as part of the working party.

1.8 Some general maintenance is required to a large, over-hanging ash tree, this can be undertaken during working party by suitably qualified and insured person.

1.9  A hawthorn at the northern end of the cemetery adjacent to the road is becoming entangled in overhead power cables. Need to liaise with UK Power Network

1.10 The front hedge needs to be reduced in size as do some of the internal hedges.  The hedge between the children's graves and the wild area needs tidying and infilling to create a clear barrier. To be addressed during working parties in March and September. 

1.11 The gate area and path needs cutting back and tidying. To be addressed during working party.

1.12 Grass cutting is regular and need to check contract to determine if frequency of cut is appropriate. 

1.13 It may be desirable to cut the conservation area to avoid scrub growth however need to get advice on this. 

1.14 The bramble patch at the back half of the cemetery, whilst providing natural habitat, is unsightly and taking space. This area could be cleared during the working party. 


To discuss Cemetery Gates
Further investigation to be undertaken to determine if the gates can be economically re-hung. The gate posts are solid. Repainting of the gates is desirable and the retaining slabs near the gate ideally need resetting. Three quotes are required to be progressed by Cllr Card and Clerk. The one received may now be out of date. Cllr Greenwood to pass on electronically or hard copy 

Cllr Pope to see if she can get more details of local fencer.
.
To discuss the Woodland Plan: Cllr Cook
Deferred to the next Agenda.

Annual Playground Report 
No report been received. 
The Clerk had followed this up with Mid Suffolk and report awaited 

	ACTION









Clerk 
And Cllr Card


Cllr Cook 


Cllr Cook



Clerk 
And Cllr Card

Clerk 
And Cllr Card

Cllr Card



Cllr Cook



Cllr Cook / Clerk


Cllr Card




Cllr Card


Clerk


Cllr Cook


Cllr Card





Cllr Card /Clerk/ Cllr Greenwood



Cllr Pope


Cllr Cook
	ACTION





	
e.






f.




2025/16

a.





b.


c.









d.


	
Footpath Signs 
The two signs which have fallen down by Tyegate Farm and in front of Foxes farm on Valley Road have already been reported. There was a suggestion that it would be useful if residents could be encouraged to report signs that need re-erecting.  The Clerk was asked to liaise to see if an item could go into the Community Newsletter

Litter Pick 
Date discussed and agreed to hold this on Saturday 22nd March 9.30 am start. It was noted that some areas might be hard to pick up safely because of depth of ditches.

FINANCE

To discuss depreciation model for assets 
Cllr Cook introduced this item and advised that the feedback from SALC was that this does not take place in other parishes. It was agreed not to progress the depreciation but to ensure that the asset register reflected the cost of replacement for insurance purposes. 

To review third quarter accounts 
These are to be sent round after the meeting 

To discuss and authorise payments of invoices payable in January 2025.

i. Clerks salary and expenses of £419.41
ii. Grass cutting of £ 1782 
iii. Replacement lock for village green £60
iv. Expenses for Cllr Wilson for notice boards £12.99
v. Expenses for Cllr Cook for IT and litter pickers £70.95

These were unanimously AGREED.

To review and appoint internal auditor for 25/26.
This role had been occupied by Cllr Kerry. Cllr Cook to approach Mr Wicking  
	ACTION

Clerk





Cllr Cook













Cllr Cook












Cllr Cook

	
2025/17

a.

	
Planning Consultations Received

None received. However information regarding Battisford Hall was noted.

	

	
2025/18
	
Items for next Agenda

Deferred items from today’s meeting. 
Cemetery Regulations.
Preparation of accounts for audit.  
Authorisation of invoices from February 2025. 
Objective Setting and Action plan for 25/26. 
Valuation Office Agency Cemetery Return 
VE celebrations financial and practical commitment from parish council 
Planning application DC/25/00669
	ACTION



Clerk

	
	
	


Planning Link: https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/

Meeting closed at approximately 8.46pm 
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